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To the Reverend 
Taro, 


Paftor of 4 Separate C ongregation 
in om 


OR that you have admitted 2 
Branch ‘of my Family into Fel- 
lowfhip witH the Church whereof 
you are Paftor; or for that be- 
fore fuch admiflion, you required 4 Pro- 
feflion of her Fajth, and fubjection to our 
Lord’s Precept of Baptifm, you have 
not in any of thefe eines given to me 
(who am reputed to be of another Se 
any caufe of Regret or Complaint 5 but 
(on the contrary) I rejoice in It: "For, 
with Humility, to fpeak in the Apo- 
Phrafe) [rejoice greatly to find my 
Children in the and that the 
fame F aith which dwelt in their Grandmother | 


and Mother, is (1 perfivaded’) 
them alfo. 
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(iv) 
But in that you did not (as I am in- 
formed.) baptize. your. Adult Difciple 
in-fuch-fortas the Precept of our Lord, 
phe Doétrine and Example of his Apo- 
les and |Minifters'reqnire and teach: 
For this itis that lintend herein (in a 
friendly’ manner; afid: for the Truth’s 
Sake) toexpoftulate with you. 
"¥er'that.our different Notions herein, 
or in other Religious Opinions of like 
Nature, may not fet us, or any other 
fincere Chriftians, at a greater diftance 
from each other than the Cafe will bear, . 
‘L.crave leave (before.J enter upon any 
Expoftulation ) .to premife and offer; to 
your, ferious Confideration the enfuing 
voles Lhat.altho.it be.required. of eve- 
ry. Believer, and Aflembly or Church of 
Believers, that. all. the Ordinances and 
they.were delivered, and every Error in 
ion, Defect in Order, or Neglect, 


Yetuteis not. necellary to the Being or 


Conftitution ‘ofa. Believer; or particu- 
ing; Which is commanded, be fo done. 
k : als 
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(v.). | 

als as are not fit, and shall be confumed) 
maybe, laid upon right Foundations 
and yet.the Foundation remain firm....,. 
2,.A8 External Circumcifion did heres 
tofore qualify a Jew; or Profelyte, order- 
dy walking, .to claim all. the Privileges 
properly belonging to him withthe 

Jewifh Church, or any Synagogue of 


the Jews: So Internal Circumciliongua,, 


lifies ‘every Believer holding Faith and 
a good Confcience) for every Act of 
Worhhip, ‘with other .Chriftians,-, or 
Chriftian Affemblies, which belong, yato 
him as a private Chriftian, and which he 
can perform in his proper place with 
Aingeritanding, 
The open.and ¢onftant obfervauce 
of pofitive Laws, ,refpecting infituted 
Worhhip, is liable to manifold Interrup- 
tions from without, as natural Infirmi- 
ties, unnatural Perfecutions,. 
ments, Imprifonments, humane ’Prohi- 
_ bitions, ‘and the like, whereby. fuch: as 
would otherwife conitantly obferve them 
are. prevented. LAS. Line.. of, perpe- 
tual vifible “Succeflion to, the _Miniftry 
may be interrupted, But the obfervance 
_Dy_€very Petfon fearing God, is oblige 
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to Hone? Hint; not’ otily in AAS of 


in’ fuch A&s of Infti- 
he underftands to bé 

Hi T Diy. and can have opportunity to 
male is not fo liablé to external In- 


erruptions ; but that there may be futh 
Spiritual Sacrifices ate well-pleafi 


to God offered to him continudlly, an 


- thereby Glory given to” him in the Churc 


thtonghout all Ages. 

4; That the Being and perpet bers 
céflion of the Chriftidn Church C. Cathlic 
Militant’ ‘throughout all Generations 
from ‘its firft planting, to our 
econd el ca againft which the 
» Confifts of 

as are inter- 
Spirit, ‘and 
of our Lord, ‘ah 
not upon any one fole external 
fo Compre rehend no othérs than 
onty as come under it; nor is it 
mags to any one certain Place. 


. A’ competent Ninibet of fan 


the 


Who love and fearGod, 
and Features of 


taven On, their 


hip of 
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vii) 

anid obferve his Ordinances, ; are a par- 
ticular Church, or integral part of the 
Church-Univerfal, may elect fit Per- 
fons to be Governours and Paltors, to 
Rule and! Adrinifter ‘all’ Ordinances 
atongft them, And though fuch Af- 

fémblies may 7 he deficient as to their 
eompléat Order, Government, and ex- 
ternal Miniftrations; yet may they be 
and continue right as to their Church- 
State, with refpett to their firft Contti- 


tation, 
airy Tach Affemblies, as well as 


Metibers in each Affembly, may be, 
who in fome Opinions and Matters re- 
lating to Divine Worhhip, differ from 
each other, and yet agreeing in the 
Fundamental Articles of Chriftianity : 

atid knowing that in other Matters, each 
Perfon’s Undetftanding, Confcience and 
Faith, is to himfelf a Guide, as to his 
chafing or refufing fach external Forms 
or Modes of Worfhip as are ufed by 
others : there ought to be a ‘mutual for- 
bearance of ae other in Love, and a 
joint Comniittion with each other main- 
‘tained; in‘all things wherein they are of 
the fame Mind, and agree to walk toge- 
Fr by the fame Rule. Fr. onan in 
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( vii) 
| his. Eivenicum.on Pfal..122. 3. for re- 
| _conciling his: Chriftian Brethren in his 
‘time difagreeing; puts and refolves this 
| Queftion 3 Where is Chrift ? but where 
his Spirit is: And where is the Spirit? 


i] but where the Life of Chrift is:,,And 
where is the Life of Chrift ?.but where 
1) he lives, .that.is, in his Body: And 
|! where. ig that one. Body ? unlefs where 
a there is a Confent between..the jointly { 
| living Members of the Body,;concern- 
i) ing one Head, one Spirit, and one Life. . a 


7. No,Minifter, or Member of any 
Church..rightly conftituted,; can exenfe 
himfelf in his varying from the prefcript 
Form.of any.part of Divine, Worhhip, 
| 
| 


nor in his neglect of any. part, thereof, 
which he knows to be.his Duty to per- 
form ; hecaufe-the Aflembly,in general, 


hetcof he, is, Minifter or Member, do 
i - But, in, either. of thefe Cafes, as to 
uch particular, Acts of ‘Worlhip, may 


and to pein with.any other Aflem- 
bly, who. perform fuch Actsof \Worthip, 
right..manner, without.a; total Sepa- 
 -ration,..or making a.Schifm. from that 
| Alicmbly, whereot he is:inamore pecy~ 


liar manner a Member. 


8. The 


‘fg 
A 
4 
hy 
or 
Ld 
e 
“a 


(ix) 
§. The Holy Scriptures dre therefore 
the more excellent Inftruors in Righ- 
teoufnefs, becaufe they do teach us, nat 
only in general to know the Will of 
God ; but alfo even among things com- 
manded by him, to diftinguifh and give 
preference to fome before others, as be- 
ing in their own Nature of greater 
weight, and tending more than others 
to promote the genuine and proper End 
i, and Defign of the Gofpel: That is, to 
>  manifeft- and advance the Riches and 
Glory of Divine Grace, in. reconciling 
and making Peace .between God and 
Man, and between every Man and his 
Neighbour; to reftore and preferve the 
Order of Nature and Civil Government 
among Men, by carmeng the Hearts of 
the Fathers.to their Children, and of 
‘the Children to their Fathers, and of 
the Difobedient to the Wifdom of the © 
that Godimay not.come and {mite 
the Earth with a Curfe;.and that fuch 
as have: tafted that God. is Gracious, 
by their Doctrine and 
Example, but; alfo’ by frequent Suppli- 
cations, Prayers, and Interceflions, ap- 
ply themfelyes to the Throneof Grace; 
and imprpre their Intereft there for ay 
voiding 
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voiding the Malediétions thtéatned, and 
ebtaihing and enjoying the Bleflings fo-. 
mifed, ‘that°all Fleth may fed the Salva.” 
tion of Godi “Tothis Enditis that we 
are inftruéted “which is the. firft and 
greateft Command, and which is the Se. 
eond, and like to it whereon al the Law 
and the Prophets depetid, whith is the 
firft. Commandment with profhife Why 
we fhouldfirft: learh to thew Piety at 


ahd why we fhotild [rear 


tov] first of “all thitigs make Supplica- 


tions, Prayefs, and Interceffions for all 


Men.  Thefe thifigs, both’ Miniftets and 
every private Chriftian ‘ought to have 
always itt their: Eye, asthe! principal 
Things thepaim atin theit whole Re- 
li vious “Bat as for AGS of in- 
State, thongli the Prete ehjoyn 

them ‘be always if 
Obedience to any of ‘them may for a 
Seafon be fufpended, ds the doing or for- 
beating of then? fubferves’to the maitt 
Scope the do fot 
afly ont of thera’ { except che af- 
fembling together -of fich’as fear God, 
to’ his Worlkip?) 
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bé preferr’d before another ; either as 
fo their Natiire, or Time of perfor- 
friafice, as to render any of them 
omen e done with the Spirit and Un- 

érftanding of the’ Worhhipper ) unac- 
ceptable to God, beeaufe any other of 
them (which he underitands riot, that 
be is obliged alfo to do ) is not firit per- 
gs I readily grant, both as to the Mi- 
niftry ahd Reception of Members to 
hurch-Fellowfhip, that where any Per- 
on is approved upon. Trial, Elected by 
proper, Perfons, and Ordained by im: 
ition of the Hands of the Presbytery; 
ich a Perfon is duly qualified for Rule 
and Adminiftration of the Word and 
Sacraments: And: fo likewife where 
Repentance and Faith . precede, and 
ptifm, fucceeds, fuch a Perfon is 
ined. for Church-Communion in all o- 
Ordinances; ahd that this is ‘the 
moft. approved and compleat Method, 
Where it is or- can be.obferved, and iis 
unneceflarily to be varied from, 
or. neglected, becaule.it tends, very 
to the well-being of every, parti- 
cular Affembly or, Church of Ghrifti- 
ans » Yet I do not conceive fuch an oe 
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| act Procefs abfolutely neceflary to the 
a conftituting of fuch an Affembly, an 
} | more than Baptifm is to the Being of 
f . a Believer. 
| ; There are fome Ordinances which 


cannot be obferved, but in and by an 
Affembly of Chriftians joining toge- 


i] ther for fuch Purpofes. And if there 
tt cannot upon any Emergency be fuch an 
1 | Affembly, where there is no Baptifm ; 
i nor any Preaching or Baptifm, where 
Ht there is no ordained Minifter ; then if 
the Miniftry, in any part of the World 

bé by. Perfecution Apoltacy difcon- 
tinued, or never was to fuch part of 
the World before extended; though 


conftituted, or ‘any Ordinances appro- 
priated. to a Church-State there ¢xer- 
= crfed. ‘Which Opinion I take to be 


eneral Scope ‘of the Gofpel, (every 
Minute Colleétion of Chriftians for the 
Parpofes aforefaid, being a Step towards 


of ‘God ‘which*are fcattered abroad 
aga’ would “alfo tender ufelefS th 


the continued Line of Ordination to 


many Believers may be in fuch Places, 
yet no Chriftian Affembly can be there 


rather againft, ‘than agreeable with the 


the gathering” together the Children — 
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(xin) 
Rules and Characters given in the Scrip- 
tures, which ( otherwife) .do and may 


faffice in all Cafes and Exigences, to ~ 


revive, renew, and put in order (in 
any Age or Place) what is wanting for 
the due conftituting and governing of 
particular Affemblies or Churches. 


Now, Sir, whether you are of the 
fame Opinion with me, or no ; yet you 


may perceive, by what I have premifed, 


that I account my felf obliged very 
highly to efteem of you in Love for 
your Work’s fake. And do-only crave 
leave to fay to you, as the Faithful 
Brethren at Colof/s were exhorted by the 
Apoftle to fay to their Minifter rchip-" 


pus, Bhémre iv wagthaces 
Kupi@n, ive And pro- 


ceed to my before-men- 
tioned. Why did you not Baptize my 
Daughter in that Form which is moft 


agreeable with the proper Senfe of 


the Word ufed in the Precept of Infti- 
tution by our Lord, moft antient in 
the Chriftian Church, and lefS liable to 
Exception than any other Form ? 

1. I acknowledg it is not confiftent 


with Prudence or good Manners, to 


prefume 
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Fathers, 


(xiv) = 
prefume to know what Anfwer you 
will make <if you will vouchfafe to 
' make any) before I have a conveni- 
ent Seafon to confer with you about 
this Matter: But it becomes me to ren- 
a a Reafon, and make my Apology 

a’ "ach a Queftion to you: 

_ Which I fhall therefore begin, in the 
words of Sir Norton Knatchbull, who for 
his Dignity was in ‘his Life-time ho- 
noured, and for his profound Judg- 
ment, Learning and Piety, much more 
highiy andilefervedly efteemed among 
fuch as are competent Judges of his ela- 
borate Studies, and cautious handling of 
_the Sacred. Texts, in his Annotations 
“on t Pet.3.20,24. Tintio eft formals cau- 
Baptifmni;Dipping i is the formal Caufe 
“of Baptifm. Baptifmus eft verus Typus 
RefurreBionis idque proprié folum Bap- 

* cifim is properly and folely'a Pype of 
‘the Refurreétion:: ‘And to this Truth 
*do give their Suffragé the Apoftles, 
School-men, almoft all Inter- 
* preters,Antient and Modern, and even 
Fons En glifh Church, which enjoins Dip- 

Ping quibufdam Cafibus permittens 

rantum ritwm Perfufionis ; Allowing only 
‘in fome Cafes the Liberty of Sprinkling 
Sot Perfufion. Every 
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(xv) 

Every Chriftian is concerned té 
heed: (at all Times, ‘and ip all 
Places) to the Apoftie’s folema 
Charge, 2 2,14. That be firive not 


about Words ta no profit, but to the fub- 


werting of the Hlearers: . And alfo to his 
‘Exhortation, Chap. 1.13. To bold faft 


|| the exprefs ‘Form of found 
Words whith-be bath heard of bim. And 
certainly this Exhortation is in efpecial 
manner tobe heeded, where the effen- 
tial Form :of inftituted Worfhip de- 

_ pends upon the Words and pro 


per fig- 
nification of the Words of inftitution, 


as they are interpreted and explained in 
the Obedience given thereto, imme- 
diately fueceoding the giving forth of 
the Command 
According to the Apoftle’s Do- 
‘&rine, after the Afcenfion of our Lord, 
the Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
and that of Baptifm, reprefent Cin di- 
vers refpects ) the fame things, and re« 
quire the fame*internal fpiritual Work 
and. Exercife of Faith in every Perfon 
‘yielding an external Obedience to the 
P.ecept, cil. An Examination and An- 
{wer * a good Confcience towards 


and difcerning ‘of our Lord’s 
Body, 
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(xvi) 
Body, as dead, buried, and. raifed 
gain; and the Believer’s Death ( with 
him ) unto Sin. ;. and his being raifed a- 
gain ( with him) unto newnefs of Life, 
through the Faith of se Operation ‘of, 
3.21. Rom. 6. Col 2.- -I1, 12,. 
As our Reception of Baptifin is a vifi- 
ble Manifeftation that we have been 
inftruéted in, and have imbraced the. 
Chriftian Greed, which is taught and. 
fummarily comprehended in that 
{terious Name. of the Father, of the. Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, whereinto. we 
are Baptized, and whereby we do pro- 
fefledly fubjec& ourfelves to obferve all 
things that our Lord hath commanded, 
are .vifibly incorporated into the 
Myftical Body of ‘Chrift; 1 Cor. 12. 13. 
‘$o1n the Ordi-. 
‘nanee, (when Believers come toge- 
ther to break Bread) 
they vifibly, manifeft.' their being and: 
continuing the fame Faith, ‘Lave; 
Communion, and Hope. 
He@rein-the Obfervance of thefe 
Ordinances. differ: That of Communi-. . 
cating at..the: Lord's Table, cis often; 
shat of. Baptifm, if once rightly 

_  hiltred, 
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néceflarily). 
if 
weil we at 
Region about jordan. were bap- 


John: That Fefus made and. 
more Dsfciples than 


nya our Lord’s Death, many. 
of bis Difes went back and wiilke 
so more with bim: That at. the next 
Feaft of Pentecoft afterthe Afcension of 
our Lordy »tbere were in one Day bape 
tized,,.. added to the. Church, 


bout ‘That. foom 
the Nimmber of the 
Men were about five thonjand. That 
when the. Paulcame _after- 
bom many ten thou- 


Opinion. may rife 
| hence, That many. of thofe © 
zed: before thé Deatht 


farrediion Afceniion, upon-their. 
more clear Conviction and inftrudtis 


again, in obedi- 


given to his 


might, after his Re- 
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files: \ And confequently if any’ 
be baptized who hath 
heard, pa inftructed in the Do-- 
érine of the Trinity, or hath had 
Water ‘fprinkled. or ‘poured upon 
Him, under the Notion of Baptifm, 
and fhall afterwards be more pér- 
feétly inftructed, and attain to a com- 

 petent Knowledg. both of the right’ 
Form of that Ckadaics: and of the 
Divine Myftery of that Name into 


which he ought to be in a right man- 
ner bapti ug 


and fhall thereupon, 
10 fatisty his own Confcience, defire 
to be fe baptized : I fee no Reafon 
a Rebaptization, or 
tizing, may not im fuch or the 
"Cafes be admitted ; efpécially conf 
dering’ withal, how diffichle it may 
‘feem Perfon, Dat of » 
‘na pacity, politively to deter- 
whether he words in Ags 19. 
§. [whent were 

“xed are to be taken as 
‘Holy Apoftle Paul, of fuch as 

baptized by the B 

“the Evangelift Sr. Luke, chofe to 
“whom the Apoftle then fpake,and on 
“whom he then alfo laid his Flands,v, 6. 
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(xix) 


Circumeifion was during 
vaelites forty, “Years. travel in 
ildernefs ft ufpended, rather 
Life or Health to of 
y endangered, or the éftablif 
ed Rite, to therefore. chante 
‘Where infirm or tendér Petions fa 
been prefied in Conftience to ‘cl 
Obedience to. Ordinance of vel 
tifm, the Bath in England, and ge 
Water’ the Netherlands , 

(as have. been credibly 
been made ufe of by Perfons si 
have been,.of. my.»Acqiaintance. 
And though J am not for any need- 
lefs Innovations in Rites relating to 


Divine Wor nor in more than 


Years ever knew. of any 
on’s fufferin Damage in thet 


Per 
Health, by being duly, baptized 
cold ‘Water, either in Summer oF 


et in regard to that. 
petal Rule “That have 


nok Sacrifice dare pot: 


re as conceive there is a 
‘fity for r Water warm, for this 
Sacred, ag well as a 


Winter 
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whether t 
Stoves of 


t fo conti 
of t 


as 
in 


or by th 
Myfticat ‘Senfe of uly repbeton 
oved. ‘gs 


dip the 


the 
ACW 
That thi 


erfon; well 

of. this, Ordi-. 
cmimon Uie, 


wit 
4 
Heat of the Sur 
if 
th, 
if 
1 
Hal 
i} yeas, OF any other Comion Vife may 
ide Outhde af fy 
i left t can 
| ~ a 


oli 
ligurative Ufeo or 
ait is applied to fuch as had ‘the 
omife of "be Baptized in, or 
with. Spiri iy 
othe Bart in of Sufferings 
it in les a fay grea- 
Spirit, than isthe Portion 
lever, whois enabled by the 
CHINES, the Portion 
“Son. Ww om Lord 
at this figurative ‘of: the 
Term Baptifm, is fo far from’ gi- 
¥ing any countenance to. 
tion of the primitive Ufe of Immer 
that it rather explains and 
stous, that the Ordinance of 


‘a$ common to all Believers, 


was oon "ought to be adminiftred by 
Immerfion. 


Tf had been timely advertifed 
of my of to join 
: our Affembly, and of the M 

th od 


uta- 
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to in order to - 
miflion, I would have ufed my 
vours to have prevented you of this 
Trouble: But fince that was. not 
and that Ihave lately 
ed that a Brief Treatife of the Proper 
Si e# and Adminiftration of Baptifm, 
which I writ about feven Years. fince. 
to. the late Lord pee of Lincoln, 
fhould be publifhed I.pray you ( at. 
your leifure ) to read, 
re to accept in good part this’ my 
pology, for addrefling my felf in 
tits manner to you: With this affu- 
rance, that notwithftanding our 
ferent Apprehenfions ‘in. any” of | 


Matters afor oremeftioned, iam” oT. 

entire Friend and Servant 
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T ° T HE. 
RADE 

OV bave bere to your 

Serious Confideration, a true 

Account, herb of the Fudg- 

ment and Pratice of Us, and 
wi others called Anabaptifts. The 
of the enfuing Treatife having, 
to the knowledg of fome of w, bad bu 
‘Converfatio with them for above forty 
He differ all Pev- 
caring God, (t iffering in 
Opinion from bim) is wel 

that have bad tance with bim. 
We believe few have with more diligence 
examined the Grounds of bis omn and our 
Opinions, wherein we differ from others. 
Some of which (for our Vindication, and 
_ not to increafe Contentions) be commu- 
micated.to the Worthy and Learned late 


Bifhop of Lincoln, fome Years before bis 


Death. 
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(xxiv) 
Death. Thefe having been made known 
and read to us, of use. 
to filence and remove ea the unjuft 
Reproaches caft spate us by our Adver- 
faries, not > but of late 
fo.. And we bave beers defired, and 
be ~ that tty’ be 
ts afferted by the Author, hath 
always been gttefted, both by our Dolrine 
dnd Converfation. love and homomr 
all Men fearing God, whether they Agree 
with, or difagre from us in their Opini- 
ons ‘concerning Bapti{m....We beartily 
pray that the Spirit of  Bitterne/s,. may 
cease, and that whereto we bave 
we may all walk in Love 5 and that living 
sn Love and Peace one with the other, the 
God of may be us al. 


William Kiffin, 
h Maitters, 

William Collis, 
Aller. 
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To the R ight Reverend 
Thomas Lord Bifbop 
of Lincoln, 


HE Ground of my hum- 

ble tendering thefe enfu+ 

ing Pages to your Lord- 

fhip, is your declared 
Condefcenfion to perufe any brief 
Treatife that fhould be prefénted 
M to you concerning the proper 
Subje&t and Adminiftration o 
have in all my Collections 
(which for a great part are taken 
out of a Treatife on the Ads, Apottos 

written by the Learned Dr. loram ad lice. 
weil) endeavoured Brevity, 
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demonttrated, 


Old) often repeated, docs not 


(2). 
I might not be tedious to your 
Lordfhip, having confidence ‘in 
your Integrity, as well as ap- 


- proved Ability, .tofupply my O- 
and Defeéts, if it be re- 
quilite, for the Truth’s fake. 


; Before I repeat the Arguments 


brought by thofe called Anabap- 
 tifts, in defence of their Opinion, 


I crave the liberty of a fhort Pre- 
face concerning this Se&t amongft 

“Te has been their Lot (as of 
others in other Parts and Ages of 


the World) to be defcribed by 
their Adverfaries under very 


black Charaéters, as guilty of the — 


moft deteftable Herefies and high- 
eftCrimes.* | 

~ Woful Experience has in all 
that Bap- 
tilm, whether once only, or (as 


of 
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of it felf, without purifying 
Faith, effect a real cleanfing from 
Sin; the Heart of an Unbeliever, 
like that of Simon Magus bapti- 
zed, being not right before God, 
remains in the Gall of Bitternefs, 
and Bond of Iniquity. Yet I {ee 
no natural or neceflary Confe- 

erice in this, That a Submif- 
ion in fincerity of Heart to the 
due Adminiftration of this Ordi- 
nance, (which is an Evidence of 
the Baptized’s Repentance of his 
Sins paft, and an Obligation to 
HolinefS and Rightéoufnefs for 
the time to come) fhould difpofe 
any Man to the entertaining of 
any Heretical Opinion, or com- — 
miffion of any heinous Crime. 
It appertains not to me to ac- 
-cufe or vindicate any particular 
Perfons who have been or dre of 
this Se&t: My Intent herein is, 
only toremind your Lordfhip of 
Matter of Fatt; That-as they 


have 
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have been in general accufed, fo 
they have many times in general 
alfo publifhed their : Vindicati- 
ons. 
| have been informed by credi- 
ble Perfons, of fome of this Se& 
being in your Lordfhip’s Diocefs, 
in and long before the beginnin 
of the Reign of King 
And I have feen an Humble Sup- 
plication (reprinted Asno 1662. 
with another fhort Treatife, in- 
tituled, Perfecution for Religion 
judged and condemned, but betore 
printed, Anno 1620.) prefented 
to King ‘James, and the Parlia- 
ment then fitting, which fets 
forth, amongft other things, 
_“ That their Miferies were long 
“and lingring Imprifonments 
** for many Years,in divers Coun- 
ties of England. And con- 
cludes thus; ** We ceafe not to 
** pray for the King, and his Son, 
and his Seed, and this whole 
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é High and Honourable Affem- 


“bly ; now and always calling 
the All-feeing God to witnefs, 
‘“‘ that we are your Majefty’s 
“ Loyal Subjects ; not for Fear 
only, but-for Confcience-fake, 
Unjuttly called Asabaptifts,which 
is the ufual Stile of fuch as em- 
brace the-Opinion of baptizing 
Adult Perfons only, = | 
. And as for thofe of this pre- 
fent Age, fince the Year 1640, 
(among many of whom I have had 
Converfation for about 34 paft) 
altho it has been frequently, and 
efpecially ‘of late in Pamphlets, 
by the Authors of them, affir- 
med, That they have a Catalogue 
of Names, and can tell the pre- 
cife Times wherein, and A€tions 


' which weredone by the Men of 


this Sect, (referring to the gene- 
tality of them, and inftancing in 
fuch things as tend to the render- 


ing them obnoxious to Humane 
So- 
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Societies); Yet upon ftri& En- 
uiry, I could never find any — 
of Truth that 
might give Countenance to fuch 
_Accufations,other than the charg- 
ing of the whole Sett, from the 
Inftances of avery inconfiderable 
number of particular Perfons a- 
mong them; and therein alfo 
with fuch things as were done by 
them, (perhaps feveral Years) 
either before they entertained § 
this Opinion, or after they had § 
deferted it, or were ejected out of 
their Allemblies, 

I prefume your Lordfhip has 
feen the Confeffions of Faithand 
Apologies, which within the a- 
forefaid Time, upon fpecial Oc- 
cafions, have been once and again 
made and publifhed by. the Lea- 
. ders of this Se&t, with their Names 

lub{cribed; wherein they have 
vindicated themfelves and their 
Affemblies in general, from the 


Afper- 


it 
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Afperfions caft on them by their 
Adverfaries. 


_ That your Lordfhip may make 
the better Judgment of the Dif- 
| ciples and State of this Seét, con- 
ere whom I write this, I 
crave leave to bring to your re- 
-membrance, fome of their Lea- 
ders, and the Occafions which 
prepared the way for the encreafe 
of their Numbers, eye 
About 38 Years fince, in the | 
Heat of our late Troubles, Epé/- ! 
copacy being laid afide, and Pref- 
byteryonly (as it were by way of 
Experiment) for a Seafon at- 
-tempred, but never ina National 
Way profecuted with Effeé ; eve- 
ty Man wasat liberty to purfue 
the Perfwafion of hisown Mind, 
as to entring into Church-fellow- 
fhip in diftin&t Congregations, 
and therein to join with fuch as 
he conceived came neareft to the 


— 


—_ 
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there were many Minifters, 


Mr. Hanferd Kyollys, and.maa 


timitive Pattern in Worfhip and 
ifcipline. 

‘ About that Time, and a little 


fome who had been before Or- 
dained, and others who were ad- 

itted to. Parochial and other 
Publick Charges: Among whom 
(of my Acquaintance) were 
Mr. Tombes, ijometime Preacher 
t the Temple, Mr, Chriftopher 
lackwoodin Kent, Mr. Benjamin 
Cox at Bedford, Mr, Edwara Har- 
rifon, Mr. Daniel Dyke, and fome 
others, in or near Hertfordbire ; 


others, who did openly profe 

and feveral of them write an 
publifh their Opinions concern. 
ing the proper Subje&t and Man. 
ner of Baptifm. 
_ Some of them voluntarily. left 


| 

wy 

their Farochial  harges and, Be- 
} nefices, as not approving the bap- 
of Infants,and colleéted di- 
| th ftinét 

| 
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ftin&, Congregations of fuch as 
agreed with them in this Doétrine 
of, Baptifm; which by a Succef- 
fion.of ordained Minifters, in 
the Place of fuch as are dead, re- 
main to this Day. 
_ By thefe Means, and by the 
Writings and Example of Mr. 
nry Lawrence, a Gentleman of 
iberal Education, and of divers 
other Learned and Pious Perfons, 
many, (and my felf among the 
reft) were induced to enquire 
into this Opinion;: and finding 
the Doctrine. and Examples of 
thefe worthy Guides (in all Re- 
{pefts well qualified for the Mini- 
ry.) to concur with the Holy — 
Scriptures, and Primitive Pra€tice 
of the Chriftian Church, , they 
thereupon conforted with them in 
the obfervance of this and other 
Ordinances of Divine Worfhip, 
> And confequently in the Year 
1649, and for about ten Years af- 
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ter, the embracing thefe Opini- 
® ons with fobriety, being no Bar 
ta the continuance of fuch in Pub- 
lick Employment, who were o- 
therwife found capable of ‘it. 
And the non-profecution of Penal | 
Laws againft fuch Opinions, for 
thofe ten Years, fetting each Per- 
fon free in that refpeét from the 
common Obftacle of Dam 
in their Liberty or Eftates, their — 
Congregations in many Cities 
and Counties of England were 
greatly multiplied. 
~~ And in that Time did this Opi- 
nion {pread it felf alfo into fome 
of the Regiments of Horfe and 
Poot in the Army ; and in 1650, 
and afterwards, {ome ng 
_ this Opinion, were called from 
their private Employments, and 
preferred to Commands at ‘Seca ; 
(among others} Capt. Mildmay 
to Command the Admiral Flag. 
under the late Duke of 
bem ar le, 
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bemarle, when he was one of the 
Generals at Sea. Capt. Pack to 


Command the Flag-ihip under 4 


Sir George Afcue, Reer-Admiral. 
Sir ‘fohn Harman to Command © 
the Admiral Flag-fhip under 
his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
York. 

But notwithftanding fome of 
this Se&t had that Countenance 
given them, as I have mentioned, 
by fuch as had the principal ma- 
of Affairs; yet this 
. $ett in general (as they have 

publifhed in their Apologies ) 

— were the leaft of any fort of 
People concerned in any Vicif- 
fitudes of Government that hap- 
pen’damongus. 
My Stations within the afore- 
mentioned ten Years, gave me 
Opportunity to know moft Per- 
fons and Actions of Note, ‘in re- 
ference as well to Civil as Marti- 
al-Affairs, and particularly 
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of this-Sett.... And although «in. 


and)\after: the: Year 1649, their 


Numbers did increafe, infomuch 
as the, principal Officers in divers 
Regiments of Horfe, and. Foot, 
became Apabaptifts: And parti- 
cularly in Cromwel’s own 
Regiment of Horfe, when he 
was Captain-General of all the 
Parliament's Forces ; and in the 
D. of Albemarle’s own Regiment 
of Foot, when he was General of 
all the Englith Forces in Scotland ; 
yet ‘by. the beft. Information 
could have, thére were not at 
any time, before the Year 1649, 


twenty inany fort of 


Command in the whole Army : 
And until after the Year 1648, 
there were no more than only 
two, the afore-mentioned 
Mr; Lawrence, (and; Mr. Fobns 
Fiennes, one of the old Lord Say’s 
Sons}, who made profeffion. of 


Com- 


wr 
> 
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Commons Houle of Parliament. 
And. both thefe did in that Year, 
and in the Life-time of the late K. 
Charles 1. (as Ihave been credibly 
informed) voluntarily depare 
from that Parliament, as not ap- 
proving their Proceedings againft 
the Perfon of the King, and fat 
no more in it, but lived privately 
until about. fix Years afterwards, | 
(a new Form of Government be- 
ing ther framed, and in appear- 
ance fettled) Mr. Lawrence was 
called again into publick Employ- 
ment. 

I confefg.to your Lordfhip, I 
never heatd of any Amabaptift in 
the King’s Army, during the 
Conteft between his Majefty and 
the Parliament : And perhaps be- 
-caufe there were fome in the Par- 
liament’s Army, and none in the 
King’s Army, fome Perfons have 
from thence taken occafion to af- 
firm, That the Qpinion of Ana- 
eh baptifm 


. 


baptifmin the Church, is oppo- 
fite to Monarchy in the State. But 
I cannot reach the Ground of this 


Notion. For, 
1. What is reported in Hifto- 
ry concerning the Amabaptifts in 
Manfter and Upper-Germany, can- 
- mot in colour of Reafon be ap- 
plied to the generality of 
aptifts in England ; for they have, 


Vid. Two Apo- from time to time, in their Apo- 
logies, declared an utter Abhor- 
ud An, 1660. rence of fuch impious Doétrines, 


and their bloody Confequences, 

It istrue, as before is mention- 
ed, that this Opinion béing no 
neral Bar to the continuance of 
uch as did embrace it in Publick 
though I have 
caule to believe one fpecial Rea- 
fon of disbanding an intire Regi- 


Col Holmfteads ment in the Harlof Effex his Ar- 


my was, for that the Colonel en- 
tertained and gave Countenance 
to Separatifts, and fome Axnabap- 
tifls. 
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tiffs: And that which occafioned 
Oliver Cromwel (after he ufurped 
the Government of Lord Prote- 
€or ) to difcharge at once all the | 
principal Officers of his own Re- 
giment, (upon other Pretences ) 
hee for a? t Ana- 

tiffs. And it bei O true 
as the fore- 
cited Apologies, “ "That the Sub- 
“  je€tion that they gave to the 
© Powers which were over them, 
*“*. was out of Confcience to the 
© general Law of Obedience ; and 
“ the AffeCtion which they mani-_ 
“ fefted therein, did ariie from 
the enjoyment of that due Li- 
berty and Protettion which 
*‘ they had in Mattersof Reli- 
© gton. But yet to clear them- 
felves of any Charge that was or 
might be alleged againft them, as 
if they were Enemies to Monar- 
_ chy ; many of the principal Lead- 
ers of them did, withan unani- 

mous . 


(16) 
mous Confent; in one of the Cons 
feffions of Faith: publifhed. by 
them, in the Year 1647, and fe- 
yeral times fince,. freely acknow: 
ledg, “ That, Kingly Gover 


«ment, eftablifhed, guided. and 


“ bounded by juftand wholefome 
Laws, was both allowed by 
*¢ God, and a good Accommoda- 
“tiontoMen 
knew divers of them, after 
his. Majefty’s Reftauration, who 


were continued and advancedin 


Civil Employments; but I 
not know that any of them, un 


to whom any Publick Kmploy- | 


ment under his Majefty hath 
been offered, who did refufe it: 


Nor did I ever hear of anyone J 


of them that wasever difmiffed of — 
their. Employ, for any Infide- 


lity, or other. Matter evil in it ff 


_ 2, Thefe latter Inftances do. 
fufficiently evince; that they are 
not 


. , 
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jointly agreein, norwithftanding 


hot of the Temper of the Ana 
tiffs of Lower-Germany; who 
(like tothe Rechabites in another 
Cafe) put themfelves under a 
voluntary Engagement,’ of elfe 
account it unlawful in any Cafe 
to bear Arms or Office. So that 
the Anabaptifts in England cannot 
becomparedtothefe. 
3. The generality of them do, 
as Opportunity offers, embrace 
and exercife a Communion with 
other Chriftians in the Articles 
of their Faith, and in as many 
Religious Exercifes as they do 


their different Opinions concern= 
ing the proper SubjeCt and Order 


| Baprifm ; as is, among other 


Evidences of this kind, alfo mani- 
felt in the Appendix to their Con- 
feffion, printed As. 1677, So that 
they cannot juftly be charged 
with the Crime in this Point 


objetted againft the Anabaptifts 
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in, Donatus his. Tinie, Cent. 4, 
And they- lave, in alltheit Aw 
pologies, complained of the In- 
juries done, by objecting the 
Grimes of fome few, very 
few amongft them, to them all 


in general, although they have 
‘publickly declared their Innocen- 
cy, with deteftation of fuch 
Crimes ; fothat upon the whole, 
and’ upon weighing what they 
have to fay for their Opinion and 
Practice inthe Point of Baptifm, 
and for the Communion they 
~ hold with one another fubfequent 
thereupon, Ihope they will, in 
your Lordthip’s Charity, (fo far 
as their Converlation;futes with 
their Doétrine) be admitted as 
mong the Number of Sincere 
Chriftians..» And that their par- 
ticular’ Per{wafion may be no Bar 
in the »way of your Lordfhip’s 
Charity ‘towards them, fhall 
now proceed briefly to {tate their 
| Opinion, 
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~ Opinion, with the Proofs in ge- 
neral, upon which they eftablifh 
the Truthof it. 

The fubftance of what is af- 
ferted by them, is, ° That thofe 
who do profefs Repentance to- 
ward God, Faith in; and Obedi« 
ence to our Lord Jefus, are the 
proper Subjects of Baptifm. 

That the due Adminiftration 
of this Ordinance; is by Immer- 
fion, ,or dipping the Perfon in 
Water: And that they find no 
‘Rule or Example in Scriprure for 
baptizing any Perfon in any other 
$nanner, or without an atual 
Declaration of Faith. 

For Proof hereof they 
M lege; 
a. The Doétrine and Praétice 
Of Fohn the Baptift, and of the 
Difciples of our Lord, whilft he 
was prefent wich chem before his 
Crucifixion ; Mat.3.2.And [aying; 
Repent ye 5 for the Kgngdom of 


A 
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Heaven is at hand. Ner.6, And 
were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confeffing their Sins. Ver. 11. I 
indeed baptize you with Water unto 
Repentance ; but he that cometh af- 
ter me is mightier than I,whofeShoes 
J am not worthy to bear; he {ball 
baptize you with the Holy Ghoft, 
andwith Fire. Ver. 13. Then 
cometh Fe{us from Galilee to Jor- 
dan wato John, to be baptized of 
him. Ner.16. And Fefus, when 
he was baptized, went up ftraight- 
way out of the Water; and lo, the 
Heavens were opened unto him, 
and he faw the Spirit of God der 
Scending like a Dove, and lighting 
upon him. Mark1. 4,5. John | 
did baptize in the Wilderne/s, and 
preach the Baptifm of Repentance, 
for the remiffion of Sins.. Andthere 
went ont unto him all the Land of 
Judea, and they of jerufalem, and 
were all baptized of him in the Ri- 
ver of jordan,confelfiing their Sins. 
Ver. 
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Ver.9. And it came to pals in 
thofe days, that Fe[us came from Na- 
zareth of Galilee, and was bapti- 
zed of John ia Jordan. Luke 3.3. 
And he came into all the Countrey 
about Jordan, preaching the Bap- 
tifm of Repentance for the remif- 
fiow of Sins, Ver.16,-John az- 
[wered, faying unto them all, I in- 
deed baptize you with Water; but 
one mightier than I cometh, the 
Latchet of whofe Shoes I am not 
worthy to unloofe; he ball baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoft, and 
with Fire. Ver.21. Now when 
all the People were baptized, it came 
to pals that. Fefus alfo being bapti- 
zed, and praying, the Heaven was 
opened. Acts 19. 4, 5.. Then [aid 
Paul, John werily baptized with the 
Bapti[m of Repentance, faying un- 
to the People, That they fhould be- 
lieve on bim which fhouldcome af- 
ser him, that is, on Chrift Fefus. 
When they heard thi ,thep.were hap- 
¢ 3 tized 
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tized in the Name of the Lord Fe- 
fus. John 3. 22,23. After thefe 
things came FSefus and his Dif- 
ciples into the Land of Judea 
and there he tarried with them an 
baptized. And John alfo was 
tizing in Enon, near toSalim, be- 
caule there was much Water there ; 
and they came and were baptized, 


Chap. 4. 1. —- Fefus made and 


baptized more Difciples than John, 

The Words of :pofitive and 
fovereign Inftitution, after the 
-Refurre€tion: of our Lord; Mar. 
28. 19, 20..'Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them 


in the Name of the Father, and of 


Son, and of the Holy Ghoft: 
Teaching them to obferve all things 
whatfoever 1 have commanded you : 
and lo, Lam with you alway, even 
unto theend of the World: Amen. 
Mark:16: 16, He that believeth, 
and is baptized.fball be faved ; but he 
that beleweth not, {ball be damned. 

in 3, The 
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The Apoftles and ‘Evange- 


lifts Inftruétions,  Refolations of 
Queftions on this Subje&t and Pra- 


tice; correfpondént™ the 
Command, next and immediate- 
ly after it was given. * 4s 2, 38. 
Then Peter: [aid unto them, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you 

inthe Name of fefusC or 
Remiffion Sins, and ye {ball re- 
ceive the Gift of the Holy Ghoft. 
Chap.8.12: But when they believed 
Philip, preaching the things com 
cerning the dom God, and 


Name. of Sid rift, they 


Cr. 36---30 And as they 
saab on their way, they came unto a 
certain Water; and” Eunuch 
[aid, See here is Water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? And Phi- 
lip faid, If thou believeft with all 
thine Heart, thou mayeft. And he 
an{wered ane faid, I believe that 


Corift rs the Son of God. 
C4 
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the Chavies 30 


frand fia and they went down bosh 
_into the Water, both Philip and the 
Eunuch, and he baptized him. And 
when they were come up out of the 
Water, the Spirit of the Lord 
gaught away Philip, that the Eunuch 
[aw him no more; and he went on 
‘bis way rejoicing. Chap. 18. 7,8. 
And he departed thence, andentred 
into a certain Man’s Houfe, named 
Juftus, ome that worfbipped God, 
whofe Houfe joined hard tothe Sy- 
pagogue. And Crifpus the chief 
Ruler of the, Synagogue,believed on 
the Lord, with all bis Houfe: and 
many of the Lorinthians, hearing, 
believed, and™were baptized. 
4. The manifold Ufe and Im- 
provement, which after man 
Chriftian Churches were fettled, 
the Apoftles made in their-Epi- 
ftles to them,, taken from the due 
Qualifications required in Perfons 
. to be baptized, and built upp 
4. 
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‘the due Adminiftration of ‘that 
Ordinance, wherein are fhewed 
Myftical Significancy there- 
of. 

1. As it is by the Prayer, Sti- 
ulation or Interrogation of the 


in Godward, the Figure of Sal- 
vation through the Refurreétion 
of Jefus Chrift, which otherwife 
dy the Water’s wafhing away. of 
the Filth of the Flefh in Baptifm 
jt would not be. A€tts 22.16. Aud 
mow why tarrieft thou? Arife, and 
\bebaptized, and wafb away thy Sins, 
calling on the Name of the Lord. 
Chap.9.11.4nd the Lord [aid un- 
tohinm, Arife, and go into the Streeb, 
which is called Straight, apd en- 
quire in the deg 4 of Judas, for one — 
called Saul of Tarfus; for behold, 

be prayeth. And 1 Pet. 3.21. The 
like Figure wherennto, even Bap- 
tifm, doth alfo now fave us, (not 
the. putting away the Filth 


he 


Baptized’s good Confciencethere- . 
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Flefb, but. the Anfwer of good 


the Re- 


Confcience towards God) by 


of “fefusC hrift. 
2. Asitis (tothe 


ing of the baptized Perfon) or- 
dafoed to be a Sizn of Fellowfhip 
with’ Chrift in his Death and Re- 
furre&tion, Rom.6. 3,4,5. Kyow 
ye not, that fo many of us as were 
baptized into Fefus Chrift, were 
baptized into his Death? Therefore 
we are-buried with him by Ba 
- Death like as ift was 


OF tha Father forwe 
walk iw newsefs of of 
We been planted together in 
the: likewe/s 0 Death, we 
in the Whenefs of his Re- 
And \Co he 12." Bis 
pith him in Baptifm, ‘wherein 
Wi - are vifen® wit hire through 
the-Faith of the operation of 
who) hath raifed him from the Dead: 


engrafting incdthat My- 
{tical 
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ftical Body the Church, whereof 
Chrift‘is the Head, Gal. 3.27, 
. 28. For as many of you as have 


been baptized into Chrift, have 
at on Chrift. There neither 
few nor Greek, there is neither 
Bond nor Free, there @  nei- 
ther Male nor Female; for ye 
are all one in Chrift Fefus. And 
1 Cor. 12.13. For by ome §pirit 
we are all baptized into one Body, 
whether we be Fews or Gentiles whe- 
ther we be Bond or Free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spi 
rit. And confequently a Reproof 
and Conviction (in the Bapti- 
zed's own Confcience)} of the 
Crime, in cafe. he be guilty, of 
making a Schiffm in the Church ; 
as, 1 Cor.1.13., Is Chriff divided ? 
was Paul crigified for you? or were 
nen abt in the Name of Paul? 

eparating from the Church,as 
in the’ Bpiftle of ‘Fude, ver, 19: 
Fhefe: be shey who feparate them- 
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Selves, [enfual, having not the Spi- 


‘vit. Heb, 10. Not forfaking 


the afjembling of our felves toge- 
ther, asthe manner of [ome is, but 
exhorting one another; and fo 
much the more, as ye fee the Day 
approaching. | 
3. Asthe Baptized is prefumed 
to know himfelf to be thereby 
obliged in general to a perfeve- 
tance in Holinefs, a growth in 
Grace and Knowledg of the My- 
fteries of God, even of the Father 
and of Chrift, and to the yield. 
ing a ready Obedience of Faith to 
all other Do&rines and Precepts 
of our Lord, Rom.6.3. Kyow 
ye nor, that [0 many of ws as were 


baptized into Fefus Chrift, were 
baptized into his Death? Col. 2. 
‘12, Buried with him in Bapti{m, 
wherein alfo Py are rifen with him 


through the Faith of the Operation 
of God, who hath raifed him from 


the Dead. And. Hb. 6.4, 2, 


¢** 
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Therefore leaving the Principles of 
the Dottrine of Chrift, let us go on 
unto Perfection; not laying again 
the Foundation of Repentance from 
dead Works, and of Faith towards 
God. Of the Dottrine of Bapti{ms, 
and of laying on of Hands, and of 
the Refurrection of the Dead, and 
of eternal Fudgment. And this will 
we do, if God permit. 
My Lord, if thefe Scriptures 
be rightly interpreted and appli- 
ed by thefe called Apabaprifts : 
And if it bealfo true, as they have 
often afflerted, That there is not 
in the whole Scriptures any Rule 
given to baptize, or any plain 
Inftance of any Perfons being 
baptized in any other manner, or | 
without being firft inftruéted in © 
the Doétrine, and making confefs 
fion of Faith, I cannot conceive 
why this fhould not be accepted, 
without any other additional Te- 
ftimonies or Arguments, as a fuf- 

et ficient 


4 
¢ 
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ficient Defence for fuch as ( with 
a due obfervance of all other 
Rules of esyeinw general and 
ial) do in this Point thus be- 
bye ‘and ‘do: Nor why they 
be therefore cenfured, ei- 
ther as varying from the firft In+ 
fitution, or as being deficient in 
-any Proof neceflary to maintain 
this their Opinion and Pra- 
ctice. 
IT takeit to be agreed, among 
the generality of Reformed Chri- 
ftians, that in the Holy Scriptures 
are contained Dire€tions, as well 
concerning all effential Parts of 
as Doétrines, neceflary 
tobe believed. And it may be 
thence fafely concluded, that 
- without the help of any unwrit- 
ten Traditions, or any other 
Writings, the Holy Scriptures. 
‘divinely infpired and written for 
“our Learning always, (fince they 
“were ‘firft written) have been; 


are; 


- 
4 


dve, and will be, throught Faith 


in Chrift Jefus, act powerful 

to-render any other Perfon, as 
well as T'iworby, wife to Salvati« 
on. ‘And to coripleat any other 
Minifter of Chrift for his Work, 
whether it be for Do€trine or In- 
ftru&tion in Righteoufnefs, re- 
proof of Errors, or fetting to 
right and reftoring the true Wor- 
fhip of God, if any of his In- 
ftitutions, through Negligence, 
Omiffion, Incopitancy, humane 
Traditions, frequent and long- 
continued Examples in’ the 
Church, or any other Means have 
nor been rightly obferved, And 
if it be admirted, thar no Power 
or Authority was ever committed 
to any Dottors, Affemblies,’ or 
Géneral Councils, purpofely or 
knowingly, inany Tranfcript of 
the Scriptures, to vary one Let- 
ter from the Original Record; or 
in any Tranflarion to vary ap 
tne 
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the true and genuine Senft of the 
Original Text : And that not eve- 
- gy individual Letter, Syllable or. 
Word in a Tranfcript or Tranfla- 
tion, but the Senfe of Scripture is 
of Divine Authority, and may 
be rendred and preached now as 
well as inthe Apoftles Time, to 
A@s2: 1x. every Nation under Heaven, in 
their refpeGtive proper Langua- 
ges. And that notwithftanding 
all Accidents of various Leétions, 
or different Interpretations, thré — 

the ofcitancy of Tranfcribers, or 
various Sentiments of Tranfla- 
tors thrd humane Frailty; yet 
thrd the admirable Providence 
and Grace of God, watching over 
and affifting his faithful Bifhops 
and Teachers inthe Church, we 
have, in all neceffary Points re+ 
lating to Doftrine, Worfhip, and 
Converfation, the genuine Senfe 
and Meaning of the Holy Scrip- 
tures continued to us, asthey were 


‘ 


€33)) 
at firitirevealed, and divinelyoins 
{pired data, and delivered over by: 
the Holy Pen-men:thefeof, 
am. abundantly fatished (I thank 
God for.it.), that. we,have. And 
if.ic be: alfo. admitted; that the 
. Ghutch; hath no more Power to 
change the: Rites.and;Forms of 
Sacraments inftituted by our Lord, 
than they have to change ‘his 
Wordiand Law ; for. that>as the 
‘one contains the Audible, thie 
other the,Vifible Sign of the. Di: 
vine Will:, Then Lhumbly con- 
ceive, in the decifion ofthis:\Coné 
troverly between the 
and Pedobaprifis, we may fafely 
caft out of our Thoughts all in- 
tercurrent Centuries between the 
Primitive.and the prefent Strate 
of \she,.Charch; and without: 
having regard to any intervening 
Canom Tradition, or nice Schoal- 
Diftinétion,, follow thar. vene- 
rable. Scriprure-Example of 
ghief the Fathers the 
-  Priefts; 
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Priefts, ina Cafe, which in ma-. 
ny refpects miay be {aid to be of 
like upon their re- 
turn out of the Babylonifh Cap- 
tivity ; whowhen they: ‘and ‘the - 
People were afflembled to read 
and underftand the Words of the 
Law, which God had command- 
ed by Mofes, and found written 
therein, in what manner the 
Rites of the Feaft of Taberna- 
cles were to be obferved by the 
Ifraclites,. they regulated and 
kept the Ceremonies thereof, not 
by former:Examples, but by the 
Prefcript Form, which had not 
been fo done for about a thoufand 
Years before. Neb.'8. x4, 14, 
16,17. And they found written 
in the Lew which the Lord had com- 
manded by Moles, that the Chil- 
dren of iff rael (bould dwell in Booths, 
in the Feaftiof the feventh Month: 
And that they fbonld publi{b ana 
proclaim in all their Cities, and in 


Saying, Go forth 


f 
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the Mount ,and fetch Olive-branches, 
and Pine-branches and Myrtle-bran- 
ches, and Palm-branches, and Bran- 
ches of thick Trees,to make Booths,as 
st iswritten. So the People went 
forth, and brought them, and made 
themfelves Booths, every one upon 
the Roof of his Houfe, and in their 
Courts, and in the Courts of the 
Houfe of God, and in the Street of 
the Water-gate, and in the Street 
of the Gate of Ephraim. And 
all the Congregation of them that 
were come again out of the Captivi- 
ty, made Booths, and fat under 

the Booths : for fince the Days of 
Jefhua the Son of Nun, wato that 
Day, bad not the Children of 
rael done fo: and there was very 
great Gladnefs. 
‘J take Baptifm to have been 

generally reputed the initiati 
Ordinance, or Admiffion 
into the Vifible Church, who 
having been before inftructed in, 
and converted to the Chriftian 

| D 2 Faith, 
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Faith, have, from that internal 
‘Perfwafion,. made externl 
Profeffion of Faith in, and fub- 
jeGion to the Perfon, Dodrine, 
and Commands of the Lord Je- 
fus. Not that I reckon it in or- 
der of Nature or Time, the firft 
A& of Worfhip which any fuch 
perform towards him ;. for if any 
thing may in that refpe& be faid 
to be firft, I fhould rather attri- 
bute the Priority to the Recep- 
tion inthe Heart, of that incor- 
ruptible Seed, tlhe Word of. God, 
by which a Perfon is. born again: 
the demonftration of that 
{piritual Life to be the firft breath- 
ing after God,thré Chrift, in-hol 
Defires and Prayer. . Nor. do 
think Inftruétion in all the Fun- 
damentals of Chriftianity, or in 
the utmoft Extent or Significancy 
of Baptilm it felf,ofany more ab- 
folure neceffity than in the begin- 
| ning of Chriftian Religion,(for in 
many, if not in each 
cr- 
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(370), 
Perfon, Chriftianity may in fome 
re{pe€ts have as much its begin- 
now;).as when Chrift was: 
firit preached: among the Gen- 
tiles). Apollos was mighty in the 
Scriptures, and an accurate. Tea- 
cherzof the thingsof the Lord, 
knowing only the .Baptifm: of 
untiliAgaile and Prifcille 182426 
expounded ‘to him» the Way of 
Lordmore exquilitely. A De- 
ficiency is alfo mentioned among 7- 
the Difciples at Ephe/wsi:. A com- 
petent knowledg of :the:'Grounds 
of that Obedience, which in each 
yielded'to God,isrequifiteinhim 
that fa worfhips, torender itac- 
ceptable:; for God'is a Spirit, and 
feeketh and reputeth fiich.for trut 
Worfhippers of whim, ‘who. do 
worfhip» him in Spirit: and :an 
Truths: Errors 
an thesright Hand. as:well as oh 
the is: jealous of his 
infticuted no. Man 
| 3 IS 
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(38) 
isexempt, by the Dignity of his — 
Perfon, or Eminency of his Gifts, 
from yielding Obedience thereun- 


to, in due order and) manner re- 


quired. Itisivery remakable,that 
Mofes, the reputed Son of King 
Pharaoh's ‘Daughter, educated in 
all the Learning of the Egyptians, 


 althé God had eminently appeared 


Exod. 4.24, 
25 26, 


to him, fhewed:himdivers Mira- 
cles, made him fignal Promifes of 


his Prefence and Affiftance, ap- 


inted him) to be the Leader of 
is People: Yet afterall this, »the 
methim in his Journey, and 
fought toflay him, And by the 
Context it: is-evident; that: this 
Anger againft him was’ for that 
he had négletted to circumcife 
his Son, . Two Inftancesalfo we 
have inthe:New Teftament, thd 
not of fuehiSeverity, yet fuch as 
ferve to evidence, that it may be 


fometimes neceffary to admonifh 


thofe that are moft ‘eminently fa- 
voured of God, and endued with 


| (39) 
the {pecial:Gifts of the Holy Spi- - 
that: they defer not thar Obe- 
diende which they ought.to yield 
to partir 


cularlythis, Ordinance» of Bap» 
 tifm. Ordinarily at the firft preach- 
ing of this Gofpel, Baptifmyin Wa 
ter, did precede the ‘Baptifm of 
the Spirit; and conferring of {per Mat. 3. 11. 
cial Gifts; (althougl: the Jatter of 
thefe ‘always preferred before 
the other asimoft Eminent). But 
Anania wes fent Saul of the 
Lord: Jefus; who had before: ap- 
pearedito him, that. by»putting on Ads 9.17. 
of his Hands (as appears: by) the 
Text):he might receive his Sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Spirat: 
Andithis was done,oot only before. 
his» Baptifm. in Watet.;.. but. by. 
comparifon of. this: Place wit 
there. feems:to have 
been,. by Auanias’s Queftion, Why 
at dealt aneceflary 
uptoan immediate. 
difcharge ofthis Daty therein, Aod. 
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tape likelvecmay obferved 


Ver. 47,42. 


fous. andi hist Kinf{men;!: near 


whom, whilf che:A- 


tem, theGift: of theiHo 


Petero was» ‘Preaching to 
ly Spi- 
was ‘poured out, fo they 
{pake with, Pongues, and imag: 


Wified ‘God: owhich did fufs 


11g figjentlyevidence: they, were 


for: calfo:thaeiby) this 
Anticipation, of: the 
thé sino Water 
paiigho nok) them. 
PhesApoftle, not by way Te- 


and Bxhortariomonly,:as 


in other cdmmon 
asbetter, futing. with 
Diffofition, 
prefenrOccafiony exiprefly 
to be baptized... 
thangs relating:tothe 
common common Sal- 
has .al- 
bees allowed sbycthe mot. 
eminently: Learned: andOrthadoxi 
Biftiops ant yDoktors;» chatrthd 
‘Scrips 


mCorue- 
Ver. 33° 34: 


Scriptures. are eafy to be underé 
ftood,and were fo plainly in thefe 
Points penn’d by the Prophets, 
Apoftles & Evangelifts, that every 
Perfon who will read, and diligent- 
ly. fearch and ponder them, might 
thereby of himfelf learn what are 
therein {poken of thefethings: 


-bdn the humble Supplicatiom a: ch. 4. p. sé. 


fore-mentioned,: feveral  Paflages 
ave. cited toithis Purpofé’out of the 
Weitings iof Clemens Alexandri- 
Aufiin,s Chryfoftom, Fuftin 
Martyr, Dheodoret; ‘and others, 
And in the prefént Cafe,touching 
thea proper SubjeGt anid Manner of 
Ba 


ptifm) it Yfeems hot.to\me 
{peak. with Submiffion)» very ma- 
enquite:concerning: the 
different Opinion’ ofiMen;or how 
thei'Gon hereabout have 


been); decidedy by. any «General 
Council fince.the -Apoities ‘Days, 
each Perfon’s 
Paabtice: 
“jngGeheration to the End of the 
World, 
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World, ° is alike'to be founded up- 
objandiregulated by the Scriprure, 
as; was theirs whoidid fucceed 
mediately, and were.next toothe 
Apoftles. The Sctiptures in thefe 
Points, leaftof all.liable to be 
miftaken, when they are taken by 
them, as if fentto 


them iammieediately ‘bythe: Hands 


of-the ‘A poftles and: Evangeli 
aad by as héar‘ithem 
peilyin the € hurch,as if that Ser- 
vice Was, performed byditch as had 
fo\necei véd: them;»in obedience to 
the Apoftle’s Charge.to that 
punpofe,) he I charge 
poy by theLord, that this Epiftte be 
read unto allthe\ Holy Brethren: 
oll domotswritethisto derogate 
from or dininifs any part of that 

coutho are pious 
angeldarned Ovier fednsinthe Lord’s 
«The: Wifdom of God 
didSovelice 
‘Ridets,Paftots 
W 
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his Church, and to er them 
with futable Authority and Gifts, 
as well for the good Government, 
Ordering and Edifying of the Bo- 


dy of Chrift, as on their behalf to 


watch againft and difcover falfe 
Doétrines,and falfe Teachers, who 
by transforming themfelves into 
Angels of Light, feek all Occafions 
to deftroy the Flock, remove the 
antient Foundations of the Houfe 
of God, and to introduce damna- 
ble Herefies, and Do&trines of De- 
vils; the detection whereof is not 
within the compafs of an ordina- 
ry Capacity: Therefore in this 
refpeét,efpecially even now, when 


theravening Wolves ftodd watch- 


ing for the Moment wherein they 
might feize' their Prey, is -your 
Lotdfhip defervedly rank’d with 
the foremoft of thofe,whofe words 
are the more excellent and accep- 
table, becaufe upright, and words 


Prov. 25: Ife 


Prath, fpoken in feafon by” a Ecclet 12. 


10, IIs 


Mafter of Colle&tions. And the 
Grace 
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Gragg and, good Providence) of; 


‘Open view, the.Opinions, 

ples of 

of chem, are, afhamed. to; 


ip, upon fuch a {peci-. 
‘tyanc 


Occafion,, to and expole) 
renders them! {o.abominab! that | 
Fao 


ncy, either ‘9. de; 

of 

and, Burity 


“eS 
ways.oi Gogular Ufe.and 


and 


i] h L, bouts ate 
‘ti and.al UG sa 
| 
an 


as 
of them. .hi bly: of. ail 
Chri ians for their Work- 
e 
my thefe and all 
faithful Guides, who teach their 
Hearers and Difciples pure Do- 


and Worfhip,fpeak to them 


and guide them to the Words 


of the Prophets and Apoftles; fo 
that by common Confent ail: are 
tobe tried, judged and determin: 
ed by the Rule of Scripture, Aad 
‘in this refpeét it is, that this Seét 
of Asabaptifts amongft us do fay, 
That if she Dottrine of Bapsifm, 
they teach it, and the Form of 

they prattife it, be, ac- 
cording to the Scriptares, and pric 
mitive Ufe of the C hr iftiaw Charch, 
this alone is a fulficient. Def 


ence 


‘for them herein, although there 
‘foould be noconcurrent Teftimony 


foever. Lord, with chis 
Salvo, he, and 


ecree of or Opinion what- 


k 
ra v. 
» 
| 
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‘fole Authority of Scripture, I fee 
no caufe they have (if Matters 
duly weighed ) to decline, ‘or 
thacthey do indeed*appeal from 
the Judgment of the Antient Fa- 
thersherein. 
_ To evidence this on their be- 
half, 1 fhall inftance in a few of 
thofe many antient Teftimonies 
which they allege asunqueftiona- 
ble, and of fuch Arguments ‘de- 
duced from thence, asto me feem — 
very cogent and natural. sia 
a. That and ver 
antient Ufage of Sponfors or Suf- — 
ceptors at the Baptifm of Infants, 
to perfonate and anfwer to Atti- 
“Ges of the Chriftian Faich,as if the. 
 wery Perfon to be baptized, is;be- 
yond-Contradiction, an Evidence 
pinion among alf'that ufe this 
with Underftanding;chat 
Conifeffion of the principal Do- 
&rines of the Chriftian Faith, 
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did, according: to the ‘‘firft 
Tnftitution, ede Ba ptifm: But 


» ‘why they do not | 
this ‘Antient Cuftom, is, Becaufe, 
they fay, there are no foot-fteps 
of this Brattice to be found in the 
Scri neither can they trace 
the iginal of it any higher than 
_ the Time mentioned in the Ro- 
man Breviary, intheir Service, the 
1th day o Fanuary, celebrated 
in Memory of Aiyzinus Bifhop of 
Rome; Anno Chrifft 153. who is. 
therein acknowledged the 
firft Inftitutor of Sufceptorssin 
Baptifn; and is fo alfo by the 
‘<Oneurent Teftimony of other 
ftorians. 
it is’ fordher alleged by 
thei, as very probable, that Mt 
tullian’s Admonition concéthing 
the deferring ‘of Thfants Baptifm >: 
till they could’ anfwer for'thém- 
felves,rather'than toadmizthem - 
to. ‘by fach was 
OC- 
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_ © Batriarch tothe Cophti, or 
Chriftians of Egypt, who 


the Church 


"Third. 


That Prattice which ‘at 
generally, .admitted 
forts. of Converts, to. the, 

Fews and Gentiles, 1 


(48) 


‘wit 


by al 
aith, 
in all Places 


thefame and inva 


‘tinued Succefis 


It is related by Father 
Vanfleb, in his French Hi- 
ftory of the Church’of 


Aleganaria, Ch. 33. That 


Amba Macaire, Bifhop of 
Memphis, 
mis, che 3d of chat 


lived Cent. 8. That 


Inthe Primitive Times, Bap~ 


td in 
Alexandria 
but once a Wear, and that up- 
on Good-Friday, and only 
ta thofe of 30 Tegrs of Age. 


tifm was not adm 


Confteffion 
fed, as 


. Primitive ‘State of she 


fore.that other 


ion from the 
Ning, without an 
pute or Dife agree a 
fcil. to. baptize, 
as mahifelted. a- 
Reception of the Word 
of Grate, and made a 
of their 
Faith, is. tobe prefers 
agreeing wit 
the Toftitution anc 


Chriftian Church, be. 


nem living’ till towara the i: 
_ 
~ 
‘ y 
e A 
| 
* 
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by Sponfors; ‘which obtained’ 
but by Degrees,and in‘fome Places 
before others. And which from | 
thesfirft mention of that Ufe, 
fucteffively for feveral Ages, if 
not to this veryAge, hath been 
queftioned;, difputed, and fome+ 
times omitted’by the Cliriftian 
- Parents, of who afterwards 
were of ‘great! Eminency: in’ the jig. 
@hurch, who were not‘baptized infticuc, 4d, 1. 
chey were Adule, although 
was then admit= 
ted by! others, as appears inthe 
Hiftory of their Lives,. viz. Gre- 
gory’ Nazianzen, Chryfoftom, Con- 
fantine, Ambrofe and Auguftine 
Birft, ‘Teach all Nations, then in 
dip the Taught) in Waters: for: it 4" 28: 
cannot ‘be that the Body fhould 
 eceive:the Sacrament of Baprifm, 
the: Soul ‘firft- receive the 
Truth of Faithi 


The. 
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( 
Mag. de The, Confeffion, | of 
tion goes before; then follows. 
Raptifm our, Cover 
Thofe who are baptized: 
ought.to learn:and: ‘the! 
Creed to. the or esby- 


Conciliam La- 
odiceum, Ann. 
354 


Gonftdutine’s Fame, ate othe 
Apolog. AS many, as believe the; Things 
preached by: the Chriftians to:be 
true, and: promife ito live 

cordingly, .are tauglit to Faft ‘and 
Pray forthe, Remiffion: of their 

Sing, (the Praying 

and: fafting with! them;), an 

then they, ate brought to a Place 
where Water is, are -bapti- 
zed; then they: are. brought and 
added ta the Church, and reckive 
the Lord's | 


None 


| 
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‘None but the “Adult of Ani, Lid. ies 
ufed: to be: Bap-¢ Civ. 
| Words of Baxter, more 
fhew it was leag 
fore all were agreed) of the ‘Time 


fants before the Ufe of .Keafon, 
in cafe ehiep like:ta live co 
Maturity. » 
yay. (Boras of: spticing, Sir Norton 
which : is’ ac¢ording tothe com- 
mon’ acceptation: of: Word Notes on Pets 
and! Ufage! thes: Chriftian 3- 2% 
in ecits’ — 

and) repre{énts all, thee? 

Points ‘Chritians | 
whereof it. isia dip- 
ing the Perfon baprized Was girs, Ser. 
ter, to fignify.. his *Death unto 
Sin,Purification and Refurretion | 
Lifejis'to be@b= 
ferved:rather thanany ‘orbet Porm} 
which agréesonly with one thing 
fignified;. cit) Purifica- 
Bs. tion 
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gion, mentioned Heb. 


Be 


Badiesowalbed with: 
Effect chan Form of 
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go. 22: (Let ws draw near with a 
trae Heart, in full affurance of 
having one Hearts :fprink- 
fromanevil and-our 
pure: Water) 


rather asthe 
Bapriim. There’ 
why this Wor 
this Ordinance . was inftituted, 
fhouid: thereinotaken in any 
other chan a literal Senfe ; andaf 
it be welk obferved,. it may aps 
pear, where-ever this Word is 
uled da the Scriptures in a Meta 
phorical Senafe, thereby» is repre- 
feated overwhelming, plung- 
Ofilarge, pouring of, whe- 
tbe: Suficrings, Confer 
Sparstiiat Gifts; or che If; 
rachies falling through the. bot- 
‘tom.of the whereto 
Sprinkling.|; It is afficm- 
ed by, Seth, “That herein 
have -the concurrent. 


aring’ nd 


which 
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of many learned: and ed 
Expofitors, of. thofe of 
Scripture where this Word is to 
to be taken in a figurative Senfe, 

Clement the 5b, is cited for the 
firft, who atthe fecond Synod at - 
Revenne, Anno 1305, approved, 
that Baptifm might be given (no 

eceflity compelling) by. fprink- 

. Johannes Bugenhagins Pomera- 
nus, Whehhe faw at Hambur 
an Infant brought to Baptifim, beliGenmani- 
wrapped up in Swadling-clothes, 1542 
and Water fprinkled® upon its 

Head, was amazed ; for that ex-. 

cept in the Cafe of Neceffity, for 

Perfons fick in their Beds,. he had fo 
neither feen nor heard, nor in 
any Hiftory read of any fuch 

thing, Whereupoir there being 

a Convocation of all the Min 

fters, it was asked of Mr. Joba 

Fritz, who had been formerly 

Minifter at How Baptifm 
E 3 was 


\ 
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was there adminiftred'? Who an- 
fwered, ‘Infants were. there (as 
Yn all Germany) baptized naked: 
But he was ignorant how that pe- 
culiar’ Manner of Baptizing had 
crept At length 
it ‘was’ agreed amongft them, 


That’ they fhould fend to know 


the’ Opinion of Luther, and the 


-Divines®at Wirtenberg in this 


Matter. “Which being done, 
> ther writ back to Hamburgh, That 
_ this “Sprinkling was an Abufe 
_» Wwhich-oughtto be removed ; that 
thereupon Immerfion was refto- 

red at Hamburgh. ; 
Monfieur dela’ - A Learned French Proteftant 
his Anfwer to the Treatife of 
Church at Roan. Bifhop Boffuet, De Communione [ub 
utraque Ipecie, aniwers to an Ob- 
geCtion, ‘concerning the Prote- 
ftants ‘baptizing by Sprinkling. 


that it is certainly an Abufe ; and 


that this Pragtice, which they 
have 


"That it is true they do fo, but 


‘ 
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‘have retained from the Church 
‘of Rome, without ‘well examin- 
ing it, renders their Baprilm very 

Therein its corritpted the In- 
ftitution, and ‘the antient ‘Cu- 
ftom “and the Refemblance 
which: it ought to: have with 
Faith, and Rege- 
neration. Monfieur Boffuet’s Re- 
mark, That P unging had been 
vfed for 1300 Years, delerves a 
ferious RefleCtion. 

It was very ill done to abolith 
the firft Ufage authorifed by fo 
much (trength of Reafon, and 
for fo many Ages. We are ob- 
lized to return tothe antient Pra- 
ice of the Church, andthe In- 
of Jefus: Chrift. 

inf further ‘alledg, That 
it feveral"Paflages in 
Antient Hittory, that the Varia- 
tions which were made from ‘the | 


aft Form of Baptifm, 
E 4 did 
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did not arife from any doubtful 
fignification of the words, where- 
by this Ordinance was inftitu- 
ted, but from other collateral 
Confiderations, viz. The Danger 
of Perfons (Young or Old) dy- 
ing unbaptized; and thereupon 


the pouring or fprinkling Water - 


upon them in their Beds, whence 


by reafon of Sicknefs they could ~ 


not rife, nor ( without hazard of 
areal, inftead of a reprefentative 
dying ) be baptized in any other 
‘manner, 


Magn. apud OF this there needs» no other 
Cyprian. Evidence, than the many Quefti- 
um apud Ni- ONS which;were moved: Whe- 
ceph. 112.6. ther their, Baptifm night be e- 
who were baptized only by 
 {prinkling, or pouring on of Wa- 

ter?’ Which received no other 

Aniwer, But that, Neceffity urg- 


ing, it might be fo efteemed. 


My | 
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«My Lord, I am mindful of 
your Direttion, not to be prolix, 
and have therefore omitted ma- 
ny materia! Quotations ; which if 
— you pleafe to read a few Pages, 

ou will find, in Dr. Dwuveil’s 

reatife, on Chap, 2. & 8. & 18. 
of the As, exactly referred to, 
and much tothe purpofe. It is 
not my Intent to handle this ~ 
Point by way of Controverfy,; 
but only to give fome brief 
Hints, That as the Form of Bap- 
 tifm has been varied upon other 
Confiderations, than what ap- 
_ pears in the Inftitution, fo ma 
it have been alfo with ref 
to the proper Subject of Bap- 
tifm. 


Reverend Mr.Claude,in his“, Claude's 


Hiftorical Defence of the Refor- = ar 
mation, an{wering to the Obje€ti- Part 4. p.100. 


ons of the Author of Prejudices, 
about the Validity of his Baptifm 
“cites. this Paffage; The Promife 


Nehem. Cox 


don 1683. 

Cited by Du- 
veil, on AGs 2. 


on theCovenants, 
printed at Lon- 


whe to ws, to Chilliver 


dnd to all that are afar off, even as — 
many as the Lord fball call.’ And 


fays, “ That by a'neceffary ‘Con- 


fequence, the Seal of that Pro- 
© mife, which is Baptifm, and 
‘* ‘all che other Rights of the Co- 
“ venant of Jefus Chrift, belongs 
fo us and to our Children, chat 
is to fay, to the truly Faith- 
*¢ ful. I will not undertake to 
explain Mr. Clawde's Meaning in 
thefe Expreffions, nor co fet torth 
the Extent of the Covenant which 
hémentions. 
There. isa fort Treatife, late- 
ly publifhed by Mr, Nehemiah 
Cox; concerning the Covenants 
before the Law,:on this Subjeét, 


which may’give fome Light 
- Shere may be a great Diffe- 

retice between’a Direct, Imme- 


diate) and a Remote Right to 


whdt is comprehended in, or be- 


longs 
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longs to a Covenant; not to 
infift any thing on the Impro- 
priety or Congruity of a Seal, as 
applied to rhe Covenant of 
Grace. under its various Mini- 


ftrations. David's Son by Bath- 


fheba, (in the Time of the Law) 
dying at feven Days old, had 
no right to Circumcifion. Shem 
and Lot were contemporary with 
Abraham; “Fob and his Friends 
€as is fuppofed) with Mofes, 
all true Worfhippers of God, 


and within the Covenane of .- 


Grace; yet nothing is fpoken of 
Circumcifion belonging to them, 
or any of their Pofterity. 


~ In the Refolution of the Cafe 


by. the Apoftle St. Psw/, con- 
— cerning the Cohabitation of a 
Believer with an Unbeliever, in 
a married State, it is determin- 
ed by the Apoftle, That the Un- 
believer is fandtified by the Be- 
liever : And thence,he draws sm 

le 


1 Cor. 7, 
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Inference, That their Children’ 
were Holy: Whence it feems 
plain, that to the Procreation of 
an Holy Seed, (in the Apoftle’s 
-Senfe) it wasneceflary that both 
Parents, as well the Believer as 


the Unbeliever, (in that conjunc 


State of Marriage) fhould be*al- 
reputed Holy. And therefore 
I do not difcern how the Iffue of 
‘both thefe fhould have any more 
immediate Right from thence 
' to Baptifm, than the Unbeliev- 
ing Parent. And if Chriftiani 
Fideles, and Baptizeti, were an- 
tiently Terms promifcuoully us 
fed one for the other, then ic | 
may feem by that Character, a- 
mongft others given by Paul to 
Titus, of a Perfon to be chofen 
an Rider, having believing Chil 
dren, that it was not a common 
Cafe for all Chriftian Parents to 
have all their Children accoun- © 
ted Faithful, and confequently 
fig? 
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Baptized: But whenfoever it 
proved fo, it was a great Evi- 
dence of a right and: fuccesful 
Education in the Fear of God, 
as was that of «Témothy, and 2Tims.4¢- 
ground of rejoicing to the Ser- 
vants of God; as were thofe 


Children of the Eleé&t Lady that 2 v4 
walked in the Truth = 


But, my Lord, my Province 

‘is: only to repeat what 
occurs to mind ia defence of 

their Opinion and Praétice, who 
Qiled. Anabaptifts ; and other- 

wife than what may be pre- | 
fumed of neceflaryConfequence, 

(if the Terms and Form of this. - 
Ordinance. be. dtri@tly: limited ) 

mot to)intermeddle with the Opi- 
‘pion. >that teach ‘orher- 

wife, but leave them therein, as fe 

Lought to do, toffandor fallto 
théic 

epink ot ri 


The 


+: 
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Seo There is no doubt but they 


Cafe do fay, It isan Opinj 
“ thatthe held, 


“ certain: Signs to be rightly ae 
_© formed, cannot 


Scous ing In all doubéfal Cafes, a8 
om ‘ Matter and Form, there are three 
 {pecial things to:be obferved. 
If poflible the mof 
fafe Way.» 
2 If iebenot: pofhible to keep 
that -whioh is nexe tothe'fafeft. 
3. The Impoffibilicy:. ceafing, 
to fupply, warily: whatithae did 
for the Seafon prohibit.: ' » 
are 
again tobe Baptized+—who were 
ro.can.4.num. Not di 


3° Bapti 


OrdoRomatus . Whoever 
egies to write againft the anti- 


The Anabap v sin their owtt 


“* what cannot be fhewed by 


tiinethe true Satrament of | 


ené 


Greg. M 
reg. apn. 
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ent.<manner of or 
Confeflidn . preceding: Baptifm, 
“or Form ufed in Baptizing, hath 

this Task incumbent on _ him, ipfus aais, 


Siffridus Orho- 


nis Presbycer 
afliftens in 


To: giver fome other proper In- cap.15- 
terpretation of the Words of In- Salmaf. in E- 


ftitution, antiént manner of Ca- 


‘techumens, ule of large Baptifte- 
ria and°Lavacres;- and ‘of the 
‘Methods and Care defcribed for 


the decent..Adminiftration of 
thisi Ordinance,» than is hither- 
to extant in the frequent men- 


ty. 


If I have, through Inadver- 
tency, errd in.any Quotations, 
or in any thing» not anfwered 
your Lordfhip’s Expectation, I 


humbly beg your Lordfhip’s 
Pardon, And if it may be 


without trouble to your Lord- 
fhip, that I may, by the mean- 


pift. ad Andr, 
Calvin. Scrip. 
Cal. Jul. 1644, 


tion of thefe things in Antiqui- - 


-~ eft of your Servangs, receive 
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